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Unfortunately, during heavy rainfall, massive flooding occurs as the rain drains through a combined sewer

‘ system into downstream lower elevation areas such as Vine City and English Avenue. The storm water carries
pollutants and trash with it that eventually litters the downstream communities. Furthermore, the combined
’;" sewer system is overpowered by the rain, which causes water and sewage back-up in many of the lower

elevation residential areas in West Atlanta.

Such impacts are dependent on the characteristics of the discharge and receiving environment. As sewer
overflows may contain raw sewage, they can carry pathogens, which are disease-causing organisms. These
include bacteria, viruses, protozoa, helminths (intestinal worms), and inhaled molds and fungi. The
diseases they may cause range in severity from mild gastroenteric

Sewage overflows exert physical, chemical and biological effects on the receiving environment. This may
result in human health, environmental and aesthetic impacts, which can be both acute and cumulative

(American Rivers)

‘U The cost of eliminating CSOs and SSOs throughout the nation is staggering
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v Some long-term benefits include system resiliency, capacity
enhancement, improved community livability, cleaner air and water,
providing water for reuse and for drought, and to lessen the impact of
climate change

We recommend these conceptual plans will be considered over time to
not only to improve the community livability in the AUC, but also to
ensure improved living conditions for all affected downstream
communities

It is our moral responsibility to take action that will help to prevent and
reduce impact of flooding on public health

The purpose of this research is to develop capacity relief for sewer
systems and in order to mediate the negative health impacts associated
with flooding



